Yersiniosis in Poland in 2012.
The aim of this study is to assess the epidemiology of yersiniosis in Poland in 2012 compared to previous years. We reviewed surveillance data published in the annual bulletin "Infectious diseases and poisonings in Poland" from 2007 to 2012 (MP Czarkowski et al., NIH and GIS) and individual yersiniosis case reports from 2012 sent by the Sanitary-Epidemiological Stations. Additionally, we used data from the Department of Demographic Surveys in Central Statistical Office. In Poland in 2012 a total of 231 yersiniosis cases were reported including 201 cases of intestinal and 30 cases of extraintestinal yersiniosis; 61.9% of patients were hospitalized. The incidence rate was 0.6 per 100 000 inhabitants. No deaths related to the disease were reported. Intestinal yersiniosis was manifested mostly by following symptoms: diarrhoea (87%), fever (76%), abdominal pain (47%) and vomiting (31%). The most affected group in intestinal infections were children younger than 4 years - 145 cases (72% of all cases). Extraintestinal form of infection was more common than in 2011 (19 cases) and usually involved symptoms from the osteoarticular system, noted in 90% of patients. Similarly to the previous year (2011) most cases of yersiniosis were reported from Mazowieckie province (103), no case has been reported from Świętokrzyskie province. Serological types of Yersinia enterocolitica were identified in 120 cases (52%): serotype O3 (96.7%), O8 (2.5%) and O9 (<1%). There were two household outbreaks. In comparison to previous years the total number of cases caused by serotype O8 has significantly decreased - from 55 cases in 2011 to 3 cases in 2012. A large percentage (48%) of unknown Yersinia serotypes is a consequence, that physicians do not always request serotyping in routine diagnostics. Reporting cases of extraintestinal yersiniosis from only few provinces may suggest that the real number of infections remains underreported.